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 INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH ADVISORY BOARD 

 
About IRAB 

The international research advisory board (IRAB) was 

founded in May 2020. 

IRAB comprises a group of experts in climate law, energy law, 

climate science and health science, with expertise in academic 

research and legal practice. 

Members of IRAB are placed in leading universities and think tanks around the world. Research for 

IRAB and its Global South Partner Countries (GSPC) and institutional partners is conducted 

collaboratively by its members in their own personal capacity and is supported by legal advisers who 

are working closely with developing countries within the UN climate framework. 

IRAB’s approach to climate research is interdisciplinary. We are working at the intersection of law, 

health science and climate science with a view of finding new legal solutions for the Paris Agreement’s 

strategic implementation and development. Our aim is to advance the climate protection agenda in 

close collaboration with stakeholders from GSPC. IRAB is a non-profit organisation and does not 

provide consultancy, instead, the objective is to establish close academic partnerships, to enable GSPC 

to access and utilize existing research and to conduct research collaboratively, in a continuous dialogue 

that can contribute to answering pressing questions on climate governance and the implementation of 

the Paris Agreement in particular.  

Therefore, IRAB offers needs-based and demand-driven research to develop targeted legal tools for 

climate protection, especially adaptation in vulnerable countries, and to support long-term capacity 

building in developing countries. It includes research on making financial instruments within the 

UNFCCC framework accessible for climate governance in GSPC. The long-term objective is to 

strengthen the position of developing countries domestically, through improved climate governance in 

national frameworks, and internationally, at the level of international law-making.  

A continued stakeholder engagement and close academic collaboration form part of the entire research 

process. The outcome of this process is to provide legal answers to the identified questions. This might 

consist of developing a legal toolkit for effective climate legislation, a proposal on strengthening inter-

departmental cooperation on climate change, including data management, effective knowledge transfer 

mechanisms as well as capacity building through legal training.  
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Members 

Cinnamon Piñon Carlarne 

Professor Cinnamon Piñon Carlarne is the Associate Dean for 

Research and Intellectual Life & the Alumni  Society Professor of 

Law at the Ohio State University Moritz College of Law. She is a 

leading expert in environmental law and climate change law and 

policy. Prior to joining the Moritz faculty, she was an assistant 

professor at the University of South Carolina School of Law. 

From 2006-08, Professor Carlarne was the Harold Woods 

Research Fellow in Environmental Law at Wadham College, 

Oxford, where she was a member of the law faculty and the Centre 

for Socio-Legal Studies. She previously taught at the University of 

Cincinnati Center for Environmental Studies. Prior to that, she was 

an associate attorney in the Energy, Land Use, and Environment 

section at Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld in Washington, D.C. 

Carlarne’s scholarship focuses on the evolution of system of 

domestic and international environmental governance, with a particular focus on questions of domestic 

and international climate change law. Her scholarly work includes a book on comparative climate 

change law and policy with Oxford University Press; a Foundation Press text on climate law with Dan 

Farber; the Oxford Handbook of International Climate Change Law; an extensive series of journal 

articles and book chapters exploring questions of domestic and international environmental law; and a 

textbook on Oceans and Human Health and Well-being. She is on the editorial board for Transnational 

Environmental Law (Cambridge University Press) and the academic advisory board for Climate 

Law (IOS Press). 
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Anita Foerster 

Anita is a senior lecturer at Monash University, Melbourne. She 

specialises in environmental and climate change law, regulation and 

governance and teaches environmental law and sustainability 

regulation in an inter-disciplinary context. Anita’s current research 

focuses on the roles and responsibilities of the private sector in 

addressing climate change and transitioning to clean energy and the 

effect and impact of climate change legislation. This builds on 

previous research experience in disaster risk reduction and climate 

change adaptation and the sustainable allocation of scarce natural 

resources (such as water) between competing users. 

Anita brings considerable research, teaching and advocacy experience to her role at Monash, having 

worked as a senior research and teaching fellow at the Melbourne Law School (2016-18) and 

University of Tasmania (2011-2015); and previously in advocacy roles with Australian environmental 

NGOs such as World Wide Fund for Nature and the Nature Conservation Council of NSW. 

 

Sir Andy Haines 

Professor of Environmental Change 

and Public Health, 

Centre on Climate Change and 

Planetary Health, 

London School of Hygiene & Tropical 

Medicine. 

Andy Haines was Director of the 

London School of Hygiene & Tropical 

Medicine from 2001- October 2010. 

He was a member of the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change for the 2 nd and 3 rd assessment exercises and was review 

editor for the health chapter in the 5 th assessment. He chaired the Scientific Advisory Panel for the 

2013 WHO World Health Report, the Rockefeller /Lancet Commission on Planetary Health (2014-15 

and the European Academies Science Advisory Council working group on climate change and health 

(2018-19). He currently co-chairs the InterAcademy Partnership (140 science academies worldwide) 

working group on climate change and health and is also co-chairing the Lancet Pathfinder Commission 

on health in the zero-carbon economy. He has published many papers on topics such as the effects of 

environmental change on health and the health co-benefits of low carbon policies. His current research 

focuses on climate change mitigation, sustainable healthy food systems and complex urban systems 

for sustainability. 
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Johannes Krusemark-Camin 

Johannes is Managing Director of the Max Planck 

Foundation for International Peace and Rule of Law and 

Head of Asia Operations. His work focuses 

on Comparative Constitutional Law, Election Law, Law of 

the Sea and Human Rights Law. 

 

 

 

 

Petra Minnerop 

Petra is Associate Professor of International Law at Durham Law School. 

Her scholarship encompasses the international, transnational and national 

perspective of climate law, and the intersection of law and science. Petra 

has published widely on liability in international environmental law, 

climate protection agreements, human rights law, the classification/status 

of states under international law and on EU citizenship.  

She has held academic positions at the Universities of Dundee, Munich 

and Göttingen, and worked as Senior Research Fellow at the Max Planck 

Institute for Comparative Public Law and International Law, Heidelberg, 

and at the Max Planck Foundation for International Peace and the Rule of 

Law, Heidelberg. Petra is a member of the Bar (Germany). She has worked 

for German Foreign Office, Berlin, and for the Permanent Representative 

of Germany to the United Nations, New York. She has given advice to the 

German Federal Environmental Agency on liability in international environmental law and she 

regularly works as an expert reviewer for the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). 

Petra is a Visiting Professor at the China University of Political Science and Law (CUPL), Beijing. 

She serves as a member of the editorial board of the book series Global Energy Law and Policy (Hart 

publishing).   
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Thomas L Muinzer 

Thomas is Co-Director of the Aberdeen University Centre for Energy 

Law, based at the University of Aberdeen, Scotland, where he also works 

as a Senior Lecturer in Energy Transition Law.  His teaching and 

research focuses most particularly on climate and energy 

decarbonisation law and policy.  He has subsidiary and intersecting 

interests in the sphere of constitutional law, human rights protections, 

and the safe and responsible governance of energy and the 

environment.    

Thomas is the author of the first monograph on the world’s first example 

of national framework climate legislation: Climate and Energy Governance for the UK Low Carbon 

Transition: The Climate Change Act 2008 (Palgrave: UK, 2018).  He is also Contributing Editor to the 

first book-length study of national Climate Change Acts from around the world:  National Climate 

Change Acts: The Emergence, Form and Nature of National Framework Climate 

Legislation (Hart/Bloomsbury: UK, 2021). Thomas is also a Co-founder of the Scottish Climate 

Emergency Legal Network, and a member of the Legislation Working Group at the Legal Services 

Agency, Glasgow, which co-ordinates the Network.  He is Co-Convenor of the Energy Law section of 

the Society of Legal Scholars, the body which runs the UK’s major national legal conference, and sits 

on the Law Society of Scotland's Education and Training (Policy) Committee and its Education and 

Training (Standard Setting) Sub-Committee, which regulate aspects of solicitors’ training in Scotland.  

 

Friederike Otto 

Friederike (Fredi) is the Acting Director of the 

Environmental Change institute and an Associate 

Professor in the Global Climate Science Programme 

where she leads several projects understanding the 

impacts of man-made climate change on natural and 

social systems with a particular focus on Africa and 

India. 

Her main research interest is on extreme weather 

events (droughts, heat waves, extreme precipitation), 

improving and developing methodologies to answer 

the question 'whether and to what extent external climate drivers alter the likelihood of extreme 

weather'. She furthermore investigates the policy implication of this emerging scientific field. 

Fredi is co-investigator on the international project World Weather Attribution which aims to provide 

an assessment of the human-influence on extreme weather in the immediate aftermath of the event 

occurring. 
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Nilüfer Oral 

Dr Nilüfer Oral is Director of the Centre for International Law. 

Dr Oral has over 20 years of experience in the study, teaching 

and practice of international law. She has been a member of the 

Law Faculty at Istanbul Bilgi University since 1998. In 2016, 

she was elected by the UN General Assembly to the 

International Law Commission where she is co-chair of the 

study group on sea level rise in relation to international law. She 

has been nominated by Turkey to the International Law 

Commission (2022–2027). She has advised the Foreign 

Ministry of the Republic of Turkey on matters related to the law 

of the sea and climate change and served as a climate change 

negotiator between 2009 and 2016, and attended meetings held 

by the International Maritime Organization. She has also 

appeared before the International Tribunal for the Law of the 

Sea.  

Nilüfer has worked with the International Union for 

Conservation of Nature (IUCN). She was elected as a member to the IUCN Council (2012–2016) 

and was co-chair of the Specialist Group on Oceans, Coasts and Coral Reefs (2006–2016). She has 

also served as chair of the IUCN Academy of Environmental Law (2013–2016). She is currently a 

member of the governing board of the International Council on Environmental Law (ICEL) and the 

steering committee of the IUCN World Commission on Environmental Law. 

Nilüfer is distinguished senior scholar at the Law of the Sea Institute at the University of California, 

Berkeley’s Law School. She was scholar-in-residence at the University of Virginia’s Law School in 

2005 and has lectured on several occasions at the Rhodes Academy of Oceans Law and Policy. Dr 

Oral has been a guest lecturer at the CIL Distinguished Speakers Series and a research consultant to 

the CIL Ocean Law and Policy programme. Dr Oral has also been involved as a legal expert on a 

number of projects with the EU, UNEP, UNDP and the Turkish Science Council on marine 

environmental and climate change issues. 

Nilüfer is the series editor of the International Straits of the World series (Brill), a member of the 

board of editors of the European Society of International Law, associate editor for Brill Research 

Perspectives in the Law of the Sea, a member of the Advisory Board of the AALCO Journal of 

International Law, a member of the International Advisory Board of the Chinese Journal of 

Environmental Law, and a member of the editorial board of The International Journal of Marine and 

Coastal Law (as of 2020). 
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Lindene Patton 

Lindene Patton is a strategic advisor with deep experience in large 

loss litigation strategy / recovery; climate attribution; risk 

management; product development; corporate advocacy; 

compliance; real property data and analytics; specialty risks 

(professional liability, D&O, nuclear liability schema, cyber 

security liability, environment); sustainability and resilience. 

Her specialized expertise combines business, science, technology 

and the law to assess and solve complex risk management and 

litigation issues. She has a deep understanding of the business of 

(re)insurance, the business of software as a service; the business 

of data, analytics and related hardware and cloud based business 

models; and many of their associated customer businesses. 

Lindene is an attorney licensed in CA and DC; a Virginia licensed 

real estate agent and an American Board of Industrial Hygiene-Certified Industrial Hygienist, retired. 

She holds a B.S. in biochemistry from the University of California, Davis; a Master of Public Health 

from the University of California, Berkeley; and a J.D. from Santa Clara University School of Law. 

 

Brian Preston 

The Honourable Justice Brian J Preston is 

Chief Judge of the Land and Environment 

Court of New South Wales, Australia. Prior 

to his appointment, he was a Senior Counsel 

at the Bar, practising primarily in 

environmental law. He is the author of 

Australia’s first book on Environmental 

Litigation and over 130 articles, book 

chapters and reviews on environmental law, 

including climate change law and litigation. 

He was awarded an Honorary Doctor of Letters by Macquarie University. He is an Adjunct Professor 

at three Universities in Australia, the University of Sydney, Western Sydney University and 

Southern Cross University. He is currently a Visiting Fellow at Magdalen College, Oxford 

University. 
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Judith Preston 

Dr Judith Preston is a solicitor who has been admitted to 

practice in New South Wales and the Northern Territory, since 

1982. She holds a BA LLB from Macquarie University (1981) 

and a Masters of Environmental Law (MEL) from the 

University of Sydney (1994). Judith commenced work in 1982 

with the Northern Land Council (NLC) primarily representing 

Aboriginal Traditional Owners in land claims in the Northern 

Territory and related to other legal needs of Aboriginal 

communities in the NLC jurisdiction. 

She was instrumental in establishing the first public interest 

environmental law centre, the Environmental Defender’s Office 

(EDO), in NSW in 1984-85. Judith then worked in a number of 

leading legal practices including Baker & McKenzie and DLA 

Piper undertaking a range of commercial matters which 

included litigation. For the last fourteen years she has taught in 

a range of education institutions from primary to tertiary levels. 

Judith’s primary teaching has been at Macquarie University in a variety of environmental law 

subjects at undergraduate and postgraduate level including biodiversity, climate change, heritage and 

environmental litigation as well as supervising access to justice clinical programs at the Land and 

Environment Court of NSW. 

She has been a Board member of EDO NSW Ltd. She is presently the Chairperson and Board 

member of the John Mac Foundation Ltd dedicated to supporting the education of tertiary students 

from a refugee background as well as capacity building in South Sudan. 

She has been awarded a PhD from Western Sydney University in 2020. Her thesis considered the 

question of how Indigenous knowledge can be more effectively integrated into Australian 

environmental decision-making to achieve both beneficial outcomes for environmental protection as 

well as Aboriginal self-determination. 

Volker Roeben 

Volker Roeben is Professor of Energy Law, International 

Law and Global Regulation at the University of Dundee, as 

well as a visiting Professor at the China University of 

Political Science and Law, Beijing, docent at the University 

of Turku and adjunct Professor at the University of 

Houston.  

Prior to coming to Dundee, he was a Professor at Swansea 

University and a Senior Research Fellow at the Max Planck 

Institute for Comparative Public Law and International 

Law. He has held visiting professorships inter alia at the 

University of Chicago School of Law, has served as a clerk 

to Justice Di Fabio of the German Constitutional Court, and 
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advised the Energy Charter, the European Parliament, international organisations and national 

parliaments.  

Volker's research combines energy law with public international law, European Union law and the 

theory of global law, with several books and numerous articles published and a research monograph 

on the European Energy Union with Cambridge University Press, 2019. He is the general editor of 

the series Global Energy Law and Policy (Hart Publishing) and serves on the research advisory board 

of the Max Planck Encyclopedia of Comparative Constitutional Law. He holds an PhD from the 

University of Kiel, an LLM in International Law from the University of Berkeley and an LLM in 

European Union Law from the College of Europe Bruges. Volker qualified as Professor through this 

habilitation at the University of Heidelberg. 

 

Joana Setzer 

Joana Setzer is an Assistant Professorial Research Fellow at the 

Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change and the 

Environment, at the London School of Economics and Political 

Science. Her research explores the engagement of subnational 

governments and the role of courts in climate governance. 

Joana has authored over thirty papers published in top-ranked peer 

reviewed journals and book chapters. She is currently serving as a 

Contributing Author for Working Group 3 of the Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change’s Sixth Assessment Review (IPCC AR6). 

Since 2013 she has been involved in the Grantham Research 

Institute’s Climate Change Laws of the World project – the most 

comprehensive global resource on climate policy, legislation and 

litigation. 

Joana was a British Academy Post-Doctoral Fellow (2016-2019). She holds a PhD (2014) and an MSc 

in Environment and Development from the LSE (2009), a Masters in Environmental Science from the 

University of Sao Paulo (2007), and an BA in Law from the Catholic University of Sao Paulo (2001). 

Prior to joining the LSE, she worked as an environmental lawyer in Brazil, and served as the external 

affairs coordinator of Regions4, a network that represents subnational governments at the international 

level in the field of sustainable development. 

She has appeared on the BBC, the Guardian, the Financial Times, The Economist and other major 

media outlets. She regularly serves as a consultant for a range of international and non-governmental 

organisations, including the Climate Litigation Network, Regions4, the Forum of Federations, the 

Brazilian Public Prosecutors Office, and the Bank of England. 

 

 

 



International Research Advisory Board                                                                                   IRAB  
 

10 | P a g e  
 

Rüdiger Wolfrum 

Prof Dr Dr Rüdiger Wolfrum is since January 2012 Managing Director at 

the Max Planck Foundation, following his retirement from the University of 

Heidelberg. During 2001-2012 he established and supervised the working 

group on global knowledge transfer advising and teaching in particular in 

Sudan, South Sudan, Somalia, Afghanistan and Iraq. Prof Wolfrum was 

Director of the Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and 

International Law between 1993 and 2012. In 1996, Rüdiger Wolfrum 

became Judge at the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, he was 

re-elected in 1999 and 2008 and President of the Tribunal between 2005 

and 2009. 

 

 

 

 


